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San Ramon Valley Unified School District

Course Syllabus


Course:

English (Grade 9)
Text(s):

Writer’s Inc., Great Source
Elements of Literature, Holt, Rinehart, and Winston
The House on Mango Street, Sandra Cisneros
To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee
(Additional titles to be selected by school)
Course Description:

English 9 is a year-long, introductory course that builds on skills learned in the elementary years and lays a foundation of skills that students will need for high school, college and career.  It is a course that integrates literature and non-fiction with an emphasis on critical reading and composition skills. These skills include: close reading, gathering and evaluation of information, literary analysis, narrative and analytical writing, timed writing, vocabulary acquisition, collaborative discussion, presentation in a variety of formats, and grammar and usage.  Students are exposed to a variety of genres: novels, short stories, plays, poetry, and non-fiction.
California Standards Covered in this Course:

English 9 follows the California English Language Arts Content Standards for grades 9/10.  Emphasis in this course is on the skills identified in the Course outline below.  A full description of the Standards can be accessed at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/elacontentstnds.pdf.
Course Outline (Skills Taught):

*Numbers relate to the Common Core State Standards’ numbering
Reading
1.    Cite strong and thorough textual evidence t support analysis
-Select appropriate textual-evidence
2.    Determine and analyze a theme
2.    Provide an objective summary of a text
3.    Analyze how complex characters develop over the course of a text
4.    Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in text, including figurative and connotative meanings
-Have an understanding of what tone is
10.     By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend a variety of literary genres with scaffolding as needed
-Continue to learn and apply multiple reading strategies
Writing
1.     Write arguments to support claims in a variety of genres… (a; c-e)
3.     Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events… (a-e)
8.     Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.
        -Comprehending and identifying all forms of plagiarism
        -Mastery of MLA parenthetical citation and works cited
        -Evaluating sources for reliability
9.    Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research (a and b)
        -Literature
        -Non-fiction
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
Speaking and Listening
1.    Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions… (a-b; c-d    encouraged, but not expected in 9th grade)
        -Come to class prepared
        -Proper discussion etiquette
4.     Present information and supporting evidence clearly.
-Make strategic use of digital media in presentations.
-Adapt speech to a variety of contexts, tasks, and audiences.
Language
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English/Syntactical variety
2. Mechanics
    a & b. Proper use of semi-colon and colon for desired effect
    c.     Spell correctly
3.     Formal writing will conform to MLA guidelines (format, parenthetical citation)
4.     Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9-10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range and strategies. (a-d)  (teach strategies in 9th – expect consistent application of strategies in 10th)
6.     Acquire academic vocabulary
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