May 22, 2013
Dear Future Advanced English 10 Student:

Welcome to the Advanced Sophomore English class.  This summer there is no formal assignment, but there are some readings that are STRONGLY recommended that you complete before school begins because you will be held accountable for reading them soon after school begins.
The theme of sophomore year is world literature, and the first semester we will be exploring the hero’s journey through three ancient texts: the Ramayana from India, Monkey from China, and the Odyssey from Greece, as well as one modern text: Les Miserables from France.  Each of the ancient texts are founding literary texts and help to inform and create the cultures that they are from, while the modern text will help provide a comparison and information about our modern world.  A thorough understanding of these texts will help you understand the cultures and allusions of the world today. 
Summer Reading

World Texts Reading Packet – Quiz on this packet the 3rd day of school, August 29. 

and

Hero’s Journey handout- we will be analyzing the texts based on these ideas throughout the semester
Both of these packets can be found on my school website page . http://srvhs.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=108806&type=u
Please read and bring a copy to class
[image: image1.png]


World Journeys Novels – Test in the 2nd week of school, September 6th

( Ramayana – R. K. Narayan (192 pgs.)
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ISBN: 978-0-1430-3967-9

( Monkey – Wu Ch’êng-ên, trans. by Arthur Waley (ONLY rd. chp. 1–18, 165 pgs.)



ISBN: 978-0-8021-3086-0
In addition to reading the above texts, you are required to take notes, as explained on the back of this paper, as you read the novels. There will be a total of 4 pages of notes and they are due September 6th.
Please do not delay in obtaining a copy of the novels.  They are available through many sources as long as you provide them with the ISBN numbers above.  Please be sure to specify the correct edition when purchasing the books as there are numerous translations available.  These are difficult texts and I strongly recommend that you begin no later than the beginning of August.  If you anticipate that you will be unable to purchase a copy, please see me ASAP so I can provide you with one.
I hope you enjoy the summer and I look forward to meeting you and hearing about your reactions to the readings when we meet in August.  If you have further questions you can e-mail me at sjohnson@srvhs.net . 
Sincerely,

Steve Johnson
San Ramon Valley High – English
Note Taking & Annotation

Notes 

Directions:  You can take notes after you read or while you are reading.  Please do not be excessive in your 

note-taking.  You are not creating the definitive study guide but rather a method for you to organize your thoughts about the novel, a guide for you to go back to and study, and a way to assess your knowledge of the deeper aspects of the novel.  When completed, the notes should be in an outline or bullet format, well organized, typed, and no more than 2 typed pages for each text (single spaced, 12 pt. font).  The notes are due the day of the test, and I emphasize that they need to be well organized and all forms of plagiarism (including copying from friends) will result in a zero.
Section Headings

Characters

· List of the major characters. (i.e who they are, their values, morals, relationships, motivations, traits, etc.)

Hero’s Journey

· Make sure you read and understand the hero’s journey packet on my website.

· List the aspects of hero’s journey that they main character goes through

              Themes and Issues (Scene references & pg. numbers please. This should be the bulk of your notes)

· What is valued? (personally & culturally)
· What is punished/discouraged? (personally & culturally)
· What is the general overview of religion in these texts?
· What are our responsibilities to ourselves and society?
· How are these two historical texts different?
· How do these stories connect to the World Religion’s packet? 
Annotation


I strongly encourage you to annotate the text.  To annotate is to write in, circle, sticky note, rant, question, and generally do all those things you can’t do to a book given to you by the school.  If you write in the margins (marginalia) and start to respond to the text, it will vastly help your understanding.  Everybody has his or her own system, and I encourage you to begin to find one that works for you.  Some students write extensively in their books and not only note plot details but also their reactions to the text and questions they have about larger issues (Yeah, boo, I hate this character, why is this happening?).  Other students rely on marginalia and also use those cool little sticky flags to color code the book and note important sections for further review.  One further way is to use highlighting combined with marginalia and even a combination of all the above.  The more you write in your book, the more detailed a reader you will become and the more successful a student you will be.

