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UPCOMING EVENTS

Teen Job & Community Service Fair – This Saturday, March 20th, from 1-4pm, at the San Ramon Senior & Community Center – 9300 Alcosta Blvd. San Ramon. Meet with employers, apply for jobs, sign-up for volunteer work, practice your interview skills, and participate in workshops on resumes, how to sell yourself, internship and scholarship opportunities!

On-line College Fair! Mark your calendars for the CollegeWeek Live Online College Fair on March 24th and 25th. It's FREE and gives students and their parents an opportunity to browse information on 100s of colleges, chat with admissions reps at colleges of interest, and watch videos featuring admissions experts! Registration is online at www.CollegeWeekLive.com.  This is an event worth checking out!!
East Bay College Fair!  Keep Saturday, May 8th from 1:00 to 4:30 pm clear on your calendars for this large gathering of over 160 college admissions delegates. Representatives from the military and local technical and career school will also be present.  Beautiful St. Mary’s College in Moraga is the backdrop for this event. Admissions and Financial Aid information will be readily available and it’s a great time to ask a few questions about curriculum or campus life at schools you might consider attending. Plan to carpool with your friends and be sure to come early enough to get a parking spot – this event is very popular! Visit: www.stmarys-ca.edu/admissions-and-aid/undergraduate-admissions/ebcc.html for more information and a list of the schools attending.  
DVC Information Session and Assessment Tests    - See Senior section below for important dates and times!

Planning to Visit Colleges?  Whether you are a freshman or sophomore getting your first view of a college campus or a senior trying to narrow down your admission’s options…. Spring Break is a great time to visit college campuses. Here are some steps to make sure your trip is all that it can be! 
· Plan Ahead – Check the Admissions site for the campus, as most require online sign-ups. It’s important to see what their students look like, so find a time when you’ll be guaranteed student activity.  Avoid weekends and holidays so you can gauge the normal activity level of the students, whether they walk, bike or skateboard to classes, and how many enjoy hanging around and being social in the quads and dining areas.
· Even if you think you think a large university is for you – try to coordinate visits at several schools in the area. Make sure to check out at least one small campus, too, just to get the feeling of the smaller environment so you’ll know it’s not for you.
· Get Ready – Read up on the colleges you’re planning to visit. Google the College then visit their Admissions page to see if you meet the academic requirements for prospective students.  College exploration websites can be very informative - there’s a list of good sites later in this newsletter. 
· Make a list of questions you have for each school. If you need some ideas, there’s a list of sample questions included later in this newsletter. 
· Set up an Interview (if offered) – An in-person interview helps you and the admissions staff decide if a school is a good match. It also demonstrates your interest in the school, which can be a favorable factor in an admissions decision. Take a copy of your transcript and a resume so the admissions officer can gauge your eligibility. 

· Take the Campus Tour – Tours are often lead by enthusiastic undergrads and offer you their “insider’s” perspective. This is a great time for lots of student questions. Ask yourself, “Can I see myself attending school here?”
· Spend Time in Class – This is for the campuses you are seriously considering. Try to arrange a visit to spend the night in a dorm with a student host and attend a class (let them know your preference a particular subject if you have one). If you attend a class, introduce yourself to the professor as a prospective student.

· Explore on Your Own – Go for a walk and a bite to eat in the student cafeteria after the official tour. Check the Career Center and ask about internships during the summers and school year, and whether they have job fairs for upperclassmen. Pick up a student newspaper to see what student views are focused on and note the flyers on info boards. 
· Do the Town – If the campus is a real contender and might be your home away from home, check to make sure the town has everything you need. 

· Take Notes – This is a great activity to delegate to your parents. Let them know about the information and impressions that you feel are important. Have a prearranged format to use at each campus you visit to help you create a comparison between them. Want some pictures? Think of items you might like to remember to help you compare colleges later. (Note to parents – this could be potentially embarrassing to your student so make sure to agree on what they need documented and use self-control.) Campus memories tend to run together after you’ve seen a few and when you have to make that final decision in May of your Senior Year – you’ll want to have your facts straight.
· Say Thank You – Be sure to send thank you notes to admissions staff members who facilitated your visit or interviewed you, or a student host for an overnight!

Note of caution to parents – College admissions officers expect students, not parents, to take the initiative and ask questions. Though they may listen politely when parents praise their children’s merits, this will not favorably influence admissions decisions.

Edited version of an article from Careers & Colleges Magazine

Questions to ask College Admissions Representatives…  Not sure just what you might ask an admissions rep when you have an opportunity to meet with one? Here are a few sample questions from a  flyer  available in the C/C Center.  Join  us during Intervention Period (a.k.a . 7th period) for small group workshops on how to determine what issues are important to you and try to think of ways to personalize the questions to reflect these issues and make your questions sound natural.  (Sign-ups required – 6 students max per group)
· Are any departments being cutback or discontinued?  If so, why?

· Is your faculty interested in and accessible to students outside their classroom and posted office hours?  Do faculty members participate in student activities?

· How would you characterize the academic pressure and workload on campus?

· Are there research possibilities with the faculty?  In what areas and how many students typically involve themselves in undergrad research projects?

· What political, social or academic issues concerned students last year?  How did administration react? What was the resolution?

· Is there something I should know about housing on this campus that would help me make my choice between options?

· What is there to do in town and how do students get there? 

· How do you get into student government on this campus?  What impact has student government made here?

· What would you say the students like most about this college?  What do they like least?
From College Counseling Sourcebook, 2007
Undergraduate Academic Awards Night is scheduled for Thursday, May 13th in the PAC.   Students who are being recognized for their academic achievements will receive an invitation in the mail.
Summer Is Right Around the Corner! Learning about MANY, MANY summer programs involving travel, special interests, or college exploration is easy – just make a stop at the C/C Career Center! We have several binders full of program brochures offering local, regional and international activities and you are always welcome to stop in with friends or your parents to check out your options. 
If you want to stay close to home – visit our Job Board which provides a place for local employers to post positions they are trying to fill. They have already decided to hire a student – and they tell you what kind of job they are offering. All you need to do is make the phone call, or fill out the application to get the process started. There are many opportunities at local youth summer camps and at the swimming pools for those interested in lifeguarding (or learning how to be a lifeguard) and as summer approaches, parents post child-care and babysitting jobs. If you drop by and let us know what you are interested in – we can help you brainstorm great summer jobs and volunteering experiences that will suit your interests and make this summer the most fun you’ve ever had!
Sites for Online College Exploration

· Collage Portraits – http://www.collegeportraits.org/ 
· College Navigator – http://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/  Good parent site!

· YOUniversityTV – http://www.youniversitytv.com/youlife/index.home.php 
· Colleges that Change Lives – www.ctcl.org 
· National Survey of Engagement - http://nsse.iub.edu/html/students_parents.cfm 
· The Choice Blog - http://thechoice.blogs.nytimes.com/ 

· Unigo - www.Unigo.com   
Seniors:

Seniors - If you will be taking the Community College assessment tests this spring, doing an hour or two of preparation can save you money!!! These assessments assist DVC and LPC in placing you into the correct level of Math and English course work. Brush up on the information they give you, practice with their sample questions, and you’ll have an easier time testing into the level that really fits your ability. Visit http://www.dvc.edu/org/departments/assessment-center/ to open either the Math or English Assessment from the menu on the left, and read what the tests will contain so you’ll be at your best for the tests. Sample questions are at the bottom of each page. 
DVC Information Session and Assessment Tests   Seniors! Join us in the library March 31st, during 3rd period in the Career Center if you plan to apply to DVC to work on your general education requirements to transfer to a 4-year college or plan to put in an application at DVC as a back-up plan in case you are not accepted at your first choice 4-year campus. Most UC’s and impacted CSU’s will be wait-listing a number of students and the 2-year transfer option may become very popular this year! High school seniors who apply now will have a May registration date to assist you in getting the classes you need for your goals. Our DVC representative will explain how to insure success while taking your 60 transfer units, and demystify the assessment test procedures.  DVC offers excellent 2-year Associate’s degree programs and has a number of certificate programs that can train you for jobs in the industry you want to work in without requiring all the general education classes of the 2 and 4-year degree programs. 
DVC Assessment Testing - SRVHS Library on April 13th from 3:15 to 6:30! These Math, English and Chemistry tests allow DVC counselors to place you in the correct courses and must be taken prior to registering for classes in May. Check out the practice tests at www.dvc.edu/assessment  so you’ll remind yourself of those rules of grammar and equations in math that you haven’t seen since freshman year!   Students must apply to DVC (www.dvc.edu) prior to the test date and must bring their DVC Student ID with them.  
More scholarships continue to arrive daily! Drop by the C/C Center and we’ll teach you to use the hardcopy files or check our online Scholarship List, located on the srvhs.net homepage on the right side under “News”.  Most scholarship applications are available online making them easy to access from home during your free time.  Concerned about the essay-writing part?  Most scholarships are awarded to students providing heartfelt essays explaining why the essay topic is important to them personally rather than to students with perfect writing style and grammar. Remember- several small scholarships can add up to some significant savings for students hoping to make college more affordable!
Senior Academic Awards Night will be held Monday, May 24th in the PAC. Students who are being recognized for their academic achievements will receive an invitation in the mail.
Juniors:

ACT or SAT?  No matter which you think will be your strongest test, make sure to register early as the test sites fill up quickly! Colleges will accept either the ACT or SAT – although Cal Poly admits to preferring the ACT. CSU’s use your highest scores within the test type to qualify you for admission, UC’s pick your highest test sitting date. Generally June is a time when you’ll be very strong for the SAT reasoning test and/or ACT test. Your classes providing cumulative review for your final exams offer great preparation – and this preparation is free! 

Collegeboard.com and ACTstudent.org are the sites to use for registration. Parents should include students in the registration process so they will be familiar with these sites and have ownership in this testing process. They will be setting up passwords to find their scores and will need to feel comfortable using these sites as they report their scores to the colleges as part of the application process.  

College Park High in Pleasant Hill is our closest ACT site and Cal High is the closest SAT.
SAT Subject Tests?  This is the collective name for 20 multiple choice standardized tests given on individual subjects, usually taken to improve a student's credentials for admission to academically competitive colleges.  Students choose which tests to take depending upon their own academic strengths and the entrance requirements for the colleges and/or majors they are planning to apply to.   Each test is a 1-hour, timed test designed to measure the student’s knowledge of that subject material and how well they can apply that knowledge. Three subject tests can be taken on a testing date, however subject tests cannot be taken on the same date as that you take the SAT Reasoning test.
If you might apply to a UC, or to an out of state public or private college requiring SAT Subject tests, be sure to register for an SAT Subject test date.  How to know whether you’ll need subject tests?  Visit the college’s admissions website and look under the heading of “Prospective Freshman Students” admission requirements and you’ll find it clearly posted.  

· Colleges will take your highest test scores. You can retake subject tests if you complete a more rigorous class or if you feel more prepared for the material at a later date. If you took a Biology Subject test after Accelerated Biology, then took AP Biology, you could retake that Biology Test to see if you could improve your score. The two or three tests that are required by the college need to be in different subject areas – such as U.S. History and English Language, or Math Level II and Biology. 
· Students often feel well prepared to take the Subject Tests directly after an honors or AP course end-of-the-year review.  Early May or June works well for those students in AP classes – as your teachers are providing cumulative review prior to the AP tests in the first two weeks of May. 
· If you choose to take a Math test – you’ll need to take the Math Level II test.

Are you interested in focusing on your career IMMEDIATELY – without going through all those “general education” requirements?  Is the cost of Technical School too high? Where can you get over 50 certificate and degree programs, at the best price you can find for Technical and Career training?  Right here in our community at Diablo Valley College or Los Positas College! We’ve just received DVC’s new Career/Tech Program guide, offering insight into their excellent career-specific courses. This educational route takes you directly to the job that you want to do – without having to analyze Shakespeare. Career opportunities include Chef/Sous-Chef, Dental Hygienist, Preschool Teacher, Detective, Architectural Drafter, Athletic Trainer, Floriculturalist, Medical Electronics Technician, Recording Engineer… the list goes on and on. Pick up a copy today!
