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UPCOMING EVENTS
>  Tips and Advice for the College Bound Athlete, part of the College/Career Center Parent Ed. Series, is scheduled for Tuesday, Nov. 17th from 6:30 to 8:30pm in the Library. Chris Strausser will join us for an informal evening presentation for families with students who are interested in playing a sport in college. Parents and students at all high school age levels are invited – flyers outlining discussion topics can be downloaded at www.srvhs.net under “News”.  Please RSVP!
>  College 101 for Parents – Here’s a small group, informal session designed to enhance the understanding of the college exploration process from the parent’s perspective.  Sessions are capped at 20 so all questions can be addressed. Call the C/C Center to register for the next open class.

>  “Grads Come Back” Day - Join us for a candid discussion with a panel of last year’s seniors to talk about how they felt about leaving home, college life, dorms, academic readiness… Juniors and Seniors are invited to attend this forum, scheduled for January 6th – and this year our panel will also be available during Period 7. Watch the E-bulletin for more details!

>  FAFSA on the Web Night – Coming in January!  This is a unique opportunity to complete your FAFSA with an expert on hand to answer your questions! We will host Virginia Hagins, a Federal Student Aid Training Officer from the Dept. of Education, and will be offering two online workshops to increase the number of families she can work with. Watch the E-bulletin for more info regarding date and time! 

Speaking of FAFSA  (Free Application for Federal Student Aid)   www.fafsa.ed.gov. 
This form is the vehicle that allows a student to be considered for federal, state and in some cases, institutional financial assistance. FAFSA’s can be submitted beginning January 1st, 2010 and are due on March 2nd, 2010. Haven’t completed 2009 tax forms? No worries – just estimate and go back later to correct the data once you have firm figures. 

To get a jump start - download a FAFSA on the Web Worksheet at www.fafsa.ed.gov.  This worksheet will help you get your information organized so that when the FAFSA becomes available you will be ready to fill it out and submit it.  Also, this is the time to request your FAFSA pin numbers, which are used as electronic signatures when filing the application (one parent and the student will EACH need their own pin). Start the process by requesting the pin at www.pin.ed.gov.  It takes only a few moments and then you’ll be ready to roll when the filing period opens.
Are you interested in focusing on your career IMMEDIATELY – without going through all those “general education” requirements?  Cost of Technical School too high?
Where can you get over 50 certificate and degree programs, at the best price you can find for Technical and Career training?  Right here at Diablo Valley College! We’ve just received their new Career/Tech Program guide, offering insight into their excellent career-specific courses. This educational route takes you directly to the job that you want to do – without having to analyze Shakespeare. Career opportunities include Chef/Sous-Chef, Dental Hygienist, Preschool Teacher, Detective, Architectural Drafter, Athletic Trainer, Floriculturalist, Medical Electronics Technician, Recording Engineer… the list goes on and on. Pick up a copy today!
PSAT Results should be arriving prior to Winter Break! 

Watch for news in the E-bulletin to find out when the PSAT scores sheets will be distributed. Join us during Period 7 to discuss what the scores represent and to link you to the free college planning program that College Board offers to students who take the PSAT. To avoid confusion we ask that only students pick up their score reports. 

Scholarships = Free Money for College!  

Scholarship information is available in the C/C Center and also on the school home page at www.srvhs.net.  Checking our list often can really pay off as new scholarships are added often.  In addition, check out the following web sites which have great scholarship search engines and sometimes very different scholarships.   

· www.brokescholar.com
· www.collegeNET.com
· www.fastweb.com
· www.findtuition.com
· www.programadviosr.com
· www.scholarshipamerica.org
· www.schoolsoup.com
· www.collegeboard.com
Scholarships are designed to be FREE
so don’t fall for scams and “financial experts” offering to assist you!

Here are a few tips to help make a scholarship search more successful:
Apply only if you’re eligible.  Read all the eligibility requirements carefully to make sure.

1. Complete the application in full.  If a question doesn’t apply, note ‘N/A’ so the reader knows you didn’t leave it blank by accident.

2. Follow directions.  Provide all the information that is required but don’t supply information that isn’t asked for.

3. Neatness counts.  Do a draft application first, before doing the final copy.  If at all possible type the application.  If the application must be handwritten be sure it is done in such a way that it can be easily read and it should be in black in that will copy well.

4. Make sure the essay makes an impression and that it answers the prompt!  This is especially important if you’re recycling an essay.

5. Pay attention to deadlines!  Some scholarships have a “must receive by” deadline while others have a “postmarked by” deadline.  Most organizations hold to their deadlines.

6. Make copies before sending.  It’s also a good idea to put your full name at the top of each page in case the pages get separated.

7. Proofread!  Be on the lookout for words that Spell check doesn’t pick up because they’re spelled correctly but not used properly. Have someone else look over the application, too. Acronyms can be tricky. When used the first time, be sure to spell out the full name and then put the acronym in parentheses. Ex:  National Honor Society (NHS).  

8. Remember that your scholarship application represents YOU.  Put your best foot forward and submit your best application.  Even if you are not the scholarship award winner, you’ll know that you did your very best.

9. “Small” scholarships can really add up.  Many students think that it’s not worth it to apply for scholarship for $250 or $500, but that’s the kind of money that can help buy books  for a semester.  A couple or three of these smaller scholarships can really add up.

Financial Aid “Freebies” from the C/C:

The C/C Center currently has several free publications designed to help you through the financial aid process.  Have students stop in to pick up copies!  This information is valuable for families of sophomores and juniors too!
· “Fund Your Future” and ”Funding Education Beyond High School” - outline the grant and loan products offered by the State and Federal governments to assist students as they follow their college dreams. 

· “College Ready”- Aside from concrete, basic financial information for parents with college bound children, this Wells Fargo booklet features great articles for students, such as “Caring About Credit” and “Charging Ahead”. These serve both parents and students as they assist in opening the discussion about student credit cards and their potential pitfalls!
Seniors – Avoid tension and anxiety by following these simple steps
to Insure that your applications get to where they’re going!

· Send applications out earlier than their due date. Mailing your material several weeks before the school’s deadline allows the post office and admissions staff time to process it prior to the last minute rush. If you are ahead of the deadline, even if material needs to be resent – there’s nothing to worry about.
· Keep a copy of everything. Aside from a copy of the actual application, keep notes and any email from admissions offices, personal identification numbers and passwords, and payment receipts. If a problem crops up later – you still have all the info you need.
· Keep your name consistent. Choose one name and stick with it. If you are using your middle name on one document, use it on everything. If you need to use your Social Security number – make sure the name you are linking with it is EXACTLY the same as it is on your card. Mix-ups and missing pieces will increase if you are using nicknames or abbreviations on some, but not all, paperwork. 
· Get the Facts. If part of your application turns up missing, the easiest remedy is to resend the information needed. Avoid angry confrontations with admissions staff or your own school counselors. Take a deep breath, find out what is needed, locate the missing pieces and send them. Reacting dramatically often creates a negative impression and that’s the last thing you want to have associated with your application!
Academic Boosters’ Spring ACT/SAT Practice Opportunities for Juniors and Sophomores will kick off January 30th with a Mock ACT or SAT testing session here on campus. Flyers outlining the spring schedule are available in the Center or online at our College Info site on the home page. More info to come!
Getting Involved Outside the Classroom

Students and parents often ask about getting involved in volunteer activities.  Many ask because they feel that colleges want students who have been involved outside the classroom.  While “trying to look good on college applications” is one reason to be a volunteer, there are better reasons.  Research has shown that participants in extra-curricular activities are less likely to be absent from school and less likely to be involved in drug and/or alcohol use.  They are also more likely to learn to think and act independently, develop strong friendships and more self-assured about their futures.  

Here in the College and Career Center, we encourage students to first think about their interests and what they like to do.  From there, students should think about activities that will be fun and rewarding.  It is better for students to participate in a couple of activities but with a big impact than a long list of clubs and activities where nothing much is contributed.  Remember that colleges are looking for enthusiasm, passion, commitment, leadership and high personal impact.

A sampling of some of the volunteer opportunities currently available in the C/C Center are:

· Tony LaRussa’s Animal Rescue Foundation – www.arf.net
· Bay Area Rescue Mission – www.bayarearescue.org
· Health Occupations Students of America (HOSA) - Program offers leadership training, career development, and community service. Contact Heather Kenward - heather.kenward@johnmuirhealth.com .

·  Theatre Art Docents – Contact: Jane Laris – jlaris@ci.danville.ca.us
Don’t forget that a student founding a group or organization
because of a particular passion 
is a great idea too!
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